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Rep. George Herman Mahon

or:e of the most powerful men in
the Federal Government be-
cause of the unwritten seniority
rule .of the House of Represen-
tatives.

In 1939, he became a mernber
oi the Xouse Appropriations
Commiftee. In the intervening
quarter century, the 24 men who
then ranked ahead of him on
the -committee have died, re-
tired or been defeated. Rep..

“Mahon has lived and regularly

been re-elected.
So, upon the death yesterday-

. of 85-year-old Rep. Cannon, the

seniority rule finally shoved Rep.
Mahon to the pinnacle of power
in his committee—the chairman-
ship.

As chairman, Rep. Mahon will
have the primary responsxbllxty
for and authority over every’
cent of spending by every Fed-

agency,

4 Better Producf

Assoclates agree that Rep.,
Mahon is one of the better prod-;
ucts of the seniority rule which,
blind to merit, advances men t0v

Iong as they stay in office ‘and
their party contr ols Congress.

In 15 years as chairman of.
the Defense Appropriations Sub-
committee, under Rep. Cannon's
general chairmanship, he has

. handled the biggest single spend- -

ing budget in the government.

In so doing, he has become
privy to all the Pentagon’s mili-
tary secrets. Serious and indus-
trious, he has become more
knowledgcable than most about !
the far-flung, complicated De- |
fense Department. He knows i
where the bodies are; who has
the essential power; who the de- -
cision-makers are and how and

* thru whom they operate.

h

REP, MAHON'

" Generally, Rep. Mahon’ Tds
been on the side of the men in
uniform. Yet he occasionally
has criticized the high brass,
from the Joint Chiels of Stafl
on:-dowi. -

€ Served With LBJ

Presently, he is an enthusias-
‘tic admirer of Defense Secretary
Robert McNamara.

And George Mahon and Lyn-

- don B, Johnson served together

in the House for more than 10

-.years.

Rep. Mahon is a conservative
West Texan, transplanted there
as a boy from Louisiana where
his father was a farmer. George
is a farmer hirnself, He likes to
pick a hundred pounds of cotton

! or so each season.
© Mild- mamuul and -'ene[aliy
[

nou- conum ersial, he gots ong

. well with neavisy averyone.

Politicaily siiilish—like a West
Texas rabbi, re jumps whei:
the bushes move—he often has'
worried about re-election in his,
20-county disivict In the LLower
le. But he never
really has had a hard battie to:
retam s seal,

0149R000500120010-6

4 Quist
Rep. Mahon is a quiet and
popular member of the exclusive

Burning Tree Club where Wash- .

ington’s greats play. He plays

" on Satwday, and on Sunday but

not until after church. (He's a
Methodist.) He shoots 80-to-85
and sings when the shofs are
going well. He never displays
his skill on the links of his home
town Lubbock. He wants constit- -
uents to know when they cull
him he won't have to be run
down on some golf course., Rep.
Mahon also is regarded as a
fine bridge player.

He does not drink; he is carg-

% ol of his diet. Six-feet-three, he

weighs about 180 pounds: his
fdark hair and boyish face make
him look some 20 years younger
" than he is.

The frugality of his ™ living
slems from his Scottisi back-
ground.

His father—who died at 9u—
went (o West Texas, as & icnant
farmer. Within two years tue
family—father, mother and cigh.
children—got enough together -
.make a down payment on their
own farm. After a rural school
and the . local Loraine High
School, George attended the Un-
iversity of Texas and the Uni-
versity of Minnesota. He mar-
ried his childhood sweetheart,
Helen Stevenson of Loraine, iu
1923, and they have one daugh-
ter. In 1926, he was elected
county attorney, then district at-
torney. He came to Congress in
1935. -

g Offered

At the time, the late Rep.
James P. Buchanan (D., Tex.;
was chairman of the Appropria-
tions Committee. Rep. Buchan-
an offered a committee vacancy
to Rep. Albert Thomas (D.,
Tex.). Because Rep. Thomas de-‘
clined, Rep. Mahon got the job
and is Rep. Buchanan's succes-
sor today. Rep. Thomas now
ranks third on the committee.

Generally, a supporter of Ad-

ministration foreign - and mili~
‘tary policy, Rep.- Mahon has

SR |
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gone his own conservative way
on domestic affairs. ‘

Last Feb. 10 he was one of 130
House membérs who voted
against the. pendmg civil rights
bill. .
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